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A s Karthigai Dee-
pam approach-
es, potters at
Manamadurai

in Sivaganga district are
working at a feverish pace.
From morning till night,
they spin their pottery
wheel to produce millions
of small earthen lamps, as
this is the most important
time of the year for them to
make money.

Nevertheless, even with
the high demand for
lamps, the potters face a
serious problem because
authorities have denied
them permission to take
clay from local
waterbodies.

For many years, the pot-
ters of Manamadurai have
used soil from Vaigai River
and local tanks to make
earthen lamps. Now, the
new rules prevent them
from digging clay in tradi-
tional areas. Because of
this, they struggle to fi�nd
enough raw material while
trying to complete large or-
ders for the festival.

“We work day and night
with very little sleep to
complete orders from all

over the State,” says Gane-
san, a local potter. “It is
hard to work when we can-
not get clay. In the past,
our families took clay from
local water sources with-
out hurting the environ-
ment. Now, without per-
mission to dig, we have to
buy expensive clay from
other places or stop work-

ing. During the festival of
lights, our work is in
trouble.”

Lack of access to local
clay increases production
costs and reduces profi�ts.
The local clay has a specifi�c
quality that keeps lamps
from breaking. But, be-
cause of the rules, families
cannot store enough clay

ahead of time and must
rush to fi�nish their work.

Another local potter,
Selvi, talks about the diffi�-
culties faced by the com-
munity. “We make every
lamp by hand to keep our
tradition alive, but this
year we also carry debt,”
she rues. “We understand
the need to protect water
bodies, but stopping us
from getting clay without
providing another option
hurts our work. If we can-
not get the right clay, pot-
ters in Manamadurai will
not be able to continue.”

However, Mr. Ganesan,
says they have receiving
consistent orders from
across the State and even
from countries like Malay-
sia. “As traditional pot-
makers, we have mastered
the art and it gets refl�ected
in the products we make.”

As a pot-maker with
more than 50 years of ex-
perience, the 72-year-old
man says he has seen a va-
riety of designs in lamps
that are being made in dif-
ferent parts of the State
and updating himself with
new designs and other fea-
tures with the help of the
younger generation
through social media.

Manamadurai potters
balance high demand
with new restrictions 

A potter makes a clay lamp at Manamadurai. L. BALACHANDAR 

For many years, they used to extract soil from Vaigai River and local tanks to make earthen lamps,
but now authorities have denied them permission to dig clay from local waterbodies
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Madurai Today
33ºC Morning will be pleasant. 
Day will be warm. Night will be 
comfortable. Spell of light to 
moderate rain and thunder-
shower to occur.

Madurai Tomorrow
34ºC The weather will be 
warm. Spell of light to 
moderate rain and thunder-
shower to occur. Night will be 
comfortable. 

Timings
MADURAI

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 11
RISE 06:10 SET 17:53
RISE 07:43 SET 19:25

THURSDAY, NOV. 12
RISE 06:11 SET 17:53
RISE 08:35 SET 20:16

FRIDAY, NOV. 13
RISE 06:11 SET 17:53
RISE 09:27 SET 21:08
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Madurai Division of South-
ern Railway will operate
two pairs of unreserved
trains between Tirunelveli
and Tiruchendur for Kan-
da Sashti festival at Subra-
maniyaswamy Temple in
Tiruchendur on November
15.

Train No 06001 Tirunel-
veli-Tiruchendur unre-
served special train will
leave Trunelveli at 3.20
p.m. on Sunday and reach
Tiruchendur at 5 p.m. 

In the return direction,
Train No. 06002 Tiruchen-
dur-Tirunelveli special will
leave at 7.30 p.m. and
reach Tirunelveli at 8.50

p.m. The trains will have
eight general coaches and
two seating-cum-luggage
coaches.

Train No 06004 Tiru-
chendur-Tirunelveli spe-
cial will leave Tiruchendur
at 9.30 p.m. and arrive in
Tirunelveli at 10.45 p.m. In
the return direction, 

Train No. 06003 will
leave Tirunelveli at 11.30
p.m. and reach Tiruchen-
dur at 12.45 a.m. the next
day. The trains will have 10
general coaches and two
SLR coaches.

All trains will stop at Pa-
layamkottai, Seydunganal-
lur, Srivaikuntam, Naza-
reth and Arumuganeri
railway stations, a state-
ment said.

Special trains to run
between Tirunelveli
and Tiruchendur
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About 1,300 kg of PDS rice
was seized from a car near
Karaikudi in Sivaganga dis-
trict on Tuesday.

Acting on a tip-off�, a
team from Pallathur police
station conducted a vehi-
cle check at Nangampatti
and intercepted a speeding
car. A search of the vehicle
yielded 26 gunny bags of
subsidised rice, totalling
1,300 kg, bearing the offi�-
cial government seal. The
police confi�scated the
smuggled rice and the
vehicle.

The driver, identifi�ed as
Thirumurugan from Siru-
vayal, was arrested.

A detailed investigation
has been launched to trace
the ration shop involved in
the illicit diversion of rice
and to uncover any wider
smuggling networks oper-
ating in the region.

1,300 kg of
PDS rice
seized
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Water level in Mullaperiyar
dam stood at 122.75 feet
(the maximum permissible
level is 142 ft.) with an in-
fl�ow of 994 cusecs and a
discharge of 1,233 cusecs. 

The level in Vaigai dam
was 53.31 ft. (the maximum

level is 71 ft.) with an infl�ow
of 1,285 cusecs and a dis-
charge of 86 cusecs.

Combined storage in Pe-
riyar credit was 4,531.55
mcft. 

Kodaikanal recorded a
rainfall of 6.8 mm and
Sathiyar dam 5 mm in the
24 hours ending at 6 a.m.
on Tuesday.

Water level in Mullaperiyar
dam stands at 122.75 feet
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A mother beat her inebriat-
ed son to death during a
quarrel near Ramanathap-
uram on Monday.

Police said Karuppusa-
my, 41, a daily wage labour-
er, resided near Sathanku-

lam village in
Ramanathapuram district.
His wife died some years
ago and he lived with his
mother Anguthai, 58, and
a 14-year-old daughter. He
consumed alcohol evety-
day and went home and
picked up quarrels. He also
damaged household items.

On Monday night, Ka-
ruppusamy went home
drunk, picked up a fi�ght
with his mother, and
smashed household items.
Angered by his behaviour,
Anguthai attacked him
with a stick. Severely in-
jured, he was taken by am-
bulance to Ramanathapu-

ram Government Medical
College Hospital, where
doctors declared him
‘brought dead’.

Kenikarai police regis-
tered a case against An-
guthai. Since she fell sick
after the incident, she was
admitted to Ramanathapu-
ram Government Hospital.

Woman beats alcoholic son to death after
domestic quarrel in Ramanathapuram
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During the farmers’ grie-
vance meeting held in Siva-
ganga here on Tuesday
farmers strongly demand-
ed that drinking water re-
leased from the Vaigai Dam
to Madurai city be deduct-
ed exclusively from Madu-
rai district’s water
allocation.

Raising pressing issues
concerning local agricul-
ture and civic infrastruc-
ture, farmer Ayyachamy
pointed out that while 69
cusecs of water was re-
leased daily for Madurai ci-
ty’s drinking water needs,
it is currently being de-
ducted from the combined
allocation of Madurai, Siva-
ganga, and Ramanathapu-
ram districts.

He argued that because
many irrigation lands in

Madurai district have been
converted into buildings
while still receiving water
allocations, old ayacut Vai-
gai irrigation areas must be
properly recalculated.

Responding to the de-
mand, the District Collec-
tor P. Akash assured that a
formal recommendation
would be sent to the go-
vernment to adjust the
drinking water allocation
to Madurai district’s ac-
count and recalculate the
irrigation areas.

The meeting also ad-
dressed other grievances,
such as long-delayed house
site pattas for residents,
demands for long-staple
cotton seeds and procure-
ment facilities, the comple-
tion of the unbuilt regulat-
ed market in Ilayangudi,
and declining Aavin milk
production coupled with
rising private milk sales in

the district.
Thirupuvanam Town

Panchayat President Sen-
gaimaran, said, in Sivagan-
ga district, Aavin milk pro-
duction has decreased
from 90,000 litre to
55,000 litre. However,
private milk sales have in-
creased. Taking advantage
of this, some private enti-
ties are also selling sub-
standard milk.

Additionally, when a
farmer named Abdul Rah-
man noted that wild pigs
hiding in Seemai karuve-
lam trees were damaging
crops due to restrictions
on removing the invasive
trees, the Collector said
the Water Resources De-
partment and Rural Deve-
lopment Department
could clear Seemai karuve-
lam trees without requir-
ing permission from the
forest department.

Deduct Madurai’s drinking water
from its own allocation: farmers
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Two fi�shermen from Jaff�-
na, Sri Lanka, were
brought ashore by Indian
authorities near the Pam-
ban North Coastal Harbour
here on Tuesday after
weather conditions and
fuel shortages forced their
craft into Indian territorial
waters.

The fi�shermen, identi-
fi�ed as 27-year-old Jenonan
and 31-year-old Divoshan,
both residents of Guruna-
gar in Jaff�na, had set out for
a routine fi�shing expedi-
tion from the Jaff�na har-

bour on Monday evening.
However, sudden

weather fl�uctuations ac-
companied by heavy rain-
fall and high winds pushed
their country craft off�
course and across the in-
ternational maritime boun-
dary line.

Experiencing critically
low supply of fuel, the
crew maneuvered the ves-
sel toward the Pamban
coastline. Alerted to the in-
coming foreign vessel, pol-
ice offi�cers alongside duty
constables from the Than-
gachimadam Police Station
arrived on site to monitor
the situation.

Local police coordinat-
ed with the Marine Police
Station after spotting the
vessel navigating close to
shore.

Marine Police personnel
dispatched to the scene
safely escorted the two
men and their boat to the
coast.

Offi�cers confi�scated the
vessel along with a fi�shing
net and approximately 10
kg of harvested prawns.

The two fi�shermen were
subsequently taken into
custody by the Mandapam
Marine Police for detailed
inquiry and further legal
proceedings.

Sri Lankan boat drifts into
Indian waters, two detained
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